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Republic of the Philippines 

Professional Regulation Commission 

Manila 

PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY BOARD OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
Resolution No. ____ 

Series of 2026 

REMOVING THE MANUAL DRAWING COMPONENT IN THE LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS LICENSURE EXAMINATION (LALE) AND REVERTING TO A   

TWO (2) DAY EXAMINATION SCHEDULE EFFECTIVE JULY 2026 

WHEREAS, Republic Act (R.A.) No. 9053, known as the “Philippine Landscape 
Architecture Act of 2000”, provides that all applicants for registration for the practice 
of Landscape Architecture shall be required to undergo and pass a written technical 
examination. The law likewise provides that the Landscape Architects Licensure 
Examination (LALE) shall cover the following subjects:   

1. Landscape Architectural Design and Planning;
2. Ecology and Nature Conservation;
3. Landscaping Technology and Materials;
4. Planting Design and Interior Plantscaping;
5. Professional Practice and Ethics; and
6. History of Landscape Architecture and Theory of Design.

WHEREAS, Sec. 14 of R.A. No. 9053, states that the Professional Regulatory Board 
of Landscape Architecture (Board) may amend the subjects and their syllabi1 so as to 
conform to technological changes brought about by continuing trends in the 
profession; 

WHEREAS, upon the recommendation of the Board, the Commission issued 
Resolution No. 1223 (s. 2025) prescribing the inclusion of the Manual Drawing 
component in the LALE subjects and the increase in the number of examination days 
from two (2) days to three (3) days; 

WHEREAS, while the inclusion of the manual drawing exercises would make it 
possible to test and assess the technical skills of the examinees, issues were raised 
on its actual practicality and effectiveness, to wit: (i) the competencies required for the 
entry-level practice of landscape architecture can still be adequately tested and 
assessed by other means, not just through manual drawings; (ii) most educational 
institutions, nowadays, train students to produce drawings, plans, sections, and details 
using CAD software rather than manually by hand; (iii) the additional requirement for 
manual drawing will likely increase or prolong the duration of the examination, thereby, 
adding physical and mental strain on the part of the examinees2; (iv) the drawing 
exercises would entail additional resources such as suitable drawing stations, 
specialized papers, pens, and other instruments; and (v) corresponding rubrics will 
have to be prepared for the items/subjects requiring manual drawings3;  

WHEREAS, there is a proposal to remove the manual drawing component in the 
LALE. The Board, upon reconsideration, sees that such proposal will streamline the 

1 Tables of Specifications  
2 The manual drawing component will not only require the examinees to perform actual drawings but 

also provide written explanation of design philosophy and concepts, bubble diagrams, sections, 

perspectives, and other details. 
3 Based on estimates, an examiner will need at least 1 ½ days to finish the Design Exam, 1 day for 

Drawing, and half-day for the multiple-choice questions. 
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examination process and relieve examinees from additional burden, while, still 
maintain the integrity and quality of the licensure examination; 

WHEREAS, the Board, Licensure Office, and the PRC Test Consultant jointly 
recommend the removal of the manual drawing component in the LALE and the return 
to the 2-day examination schedule, pending a more thorough review of the policy.  

UPON THESE CONSIDERATIONS, the Board and the Commission RESOLVE to 
remove, for the meantime, the Manual Drawing component in the Landscape 
Architects Licensure Examination (LALE). Starting the July 2026 LALE, no separate 
drawing shall be required for grading. Examinees shall, instead, use sketches to 
properly answer the test questions. These sketches shall not be graded as part of the 
examination but shall be submitted after the examination for security and 
confidentiality reasons.  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that for the July 2026 LALE onwards, the examination shall 
be administered in two (2) days. The examination subjects shall be distributed as 
follows: 

DAY SUBJECT PERIOD NO. OF 
HOURS 

WEIGHT 

Day 1 Landscape Architectural 
Design and Planning  

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 4 40% 

Landscape Technology 
and Materials 

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 2 20% 

Professional Practice and 
Ethics 

3:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m 2 8% 

Day 2 History and Theory of 
Landscape Architecture 

8:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m. 2 10% 

Ecology and Nature 
Conservation 

10:30 a.m. –12:30 p.m. 2 10% 

Planting Design and 
Interior Plantscaping 

1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 3 12% 

The changes in the examination schedule shall be reflected in the Examination 
Program to be issued for the July 2026 LALE and the subsequent schedules thereof. 

This repeals Commission Resolution No. 1223 (s. 2025) and shall take effect 
immediately upon approval. Let copies hereof be further posted in the PRC official 
website and furnished all schools, colleges and universities offering the course of 
Landscape Architecture for information and guidance.   

Done in the City of Manila this ________ day of July, 2026. 

VACANT 
Chairperson 

CECILIA S. HERRAS-TENCE    ELIZABETH H. ESPINO 
    OIC-Member   Member 
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ATTESTED BY: 

Atty. Lovelika T. Bautista 
Chief, PRB Secretariat Division 

APPROVED: 

CHARITO A. ZAMORA 
Chairperson 

ERWIN M. ENAD  CONRADO T. ONGLAO 

 Commissioner   Commissioner 
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